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sufficiently used for economic history. A large proportion of the 
data, however, is drawn from manuscript records, and references 
are given which will make the task of the next student easier. 
Also the book will suggest many subjects for profitable investiga- 
tion, e.g., the cloth industry, which would illustrate the history of 
the trade unions, the frauds in manufacturing, the devices for 
restricting output and enhancing prices, the rise of the capitalist, 
governmental attempts to control industry for the benefit of the 
consumers, and many other details. 

Lastly, this book is valuable in correcting false ideas which are 
too common: 

Sentimental admirers of the past are apt to imagine that the medieval 
workman loved a piece of good work for its own sake and never 
scamped a job. Nothing could be further from the truth. The medi- 
eval craftsman was not called a man of craft for nothing! He had no 
more conscience than a plumber, and his knowledge of ways that are 
dark and tricks that are vain was extensive and peculiar. 

A good index of 20 pages makes it easy to use this collection of 
facts. The lapses, such as omission of references {e.g., p. 139, for 
the exports of English cloth), are relatively few. They can easily 
be corrected in a second edition. 



Dana C. Munko. 



University of Wisconsin. 
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collection of selected chapters from the 27 volumes of the American 
Nation series. The main emphasis is placed upon the social develop- 
ment of the people, and consequently those chapters in each volume 
which deal with this phase have been selected to make up the book. 
Economic forces or results receive occasional mention, but no con- 
nected treatment. Indeed, this criticism must be made of the book 
as a whole; necessarily there is a jerkiness and unevenness about 
it, a lack of continuity or consistency. The compiler has not at- 
tempted to fill in any of the gaps, but has confined himself strictly 
to the use of shears and paste. 

And yet, in spite of the criticism that must be visited upon such 
methods of making books (ein Buch zusammenschmieren) , it must 
be admitted that this volume has certain merits. There are brought 
together between two covers those chapters which chiefly differen- 
tiated the American Nation series from other histories of the United 
States, and there is thus provided a convenient volume of collateral 
readings for the teacher of social or economic history. Many of 
the chapters are undoubtedly the best treatment in short space of 
their respective subjects. Of the 28 chapters, Professor Turner's 
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Many attempts have been made to tell the story of the grange. 
It has been written up by both its friends and its enemies, but 
not until now has an impartial, scholarly history of the organiza- 
tion been presented. Dr. Buck has with infinite pains gone over 
a prodigious amount of material, much of which is worthless 
enough, and culled out the significant facts which in themselves tell 
the story of the first widespread effort on the part of the American 
farmer to rise out of his isolated, unsocial condition, and assert 
himself against what to him was a hostile capitalism. 

The author after giving an account of the rise of the grange 
treats the subject under three heads : first, the grange as a political 
force, under which comes as the main consideration the struggle 



